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ART-UNIT: 271 

PR I MARY -EXAMINER: Cosimano; Edward R. 
ABSTRACT : 

An automated payment system particularly suited for purchases over a distributed 
computer network such as the Internet. In such a distributed computer network, a 
merchant or vending computer contains certain promotional information which is 
communicated to a customer's computer. Based upon the promotional information, the 
operator of the customer's computer decides to purchase the services or goods 
described by the promotional information. The customer's computer is linked to a 
payment processing computer and the customer's credit card number and the amount of 
the goods or services is transmitted to the payment processing computer. The 
payment processing computer automatically contacts a bank for verification of the 
credit card and amount; the bank transmits an authorization to the payment 
processing computer. The payment processing computer communicates a self -generated 
transaction indicia, and in some embodiments a password, to the customer's 
computer. In the embodiment where a password is used, the customer's computer uses 
the password with the merchant's computer in obtaining access to protected 
information or to establish shipping instructions. 

26 Claims, 15 Drawing figures 
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CLAIMS : 

8. The financial transaction system according to claim 1 wherein the payment 
processing computer further includes means for connecting said customer computer, 
after receipt of said authorization indicia, to a merchant computer at a selected 
return address . 

9. The financial transaction system according to claim 8 wherein the payment 
processing computer further includes : 

a) memory means for storage of said selected return address ; and, 

b) automated means for retrieving said selected return address from said memory 
means . 

18. The payment processing computer according to claim 17 further including: 

a) memory means for storage of a selected return address for connecting said 
customer computer to said merchant computer; and, 

b) automated means for retrieving said selected return address from said memory 
means . 
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